
There are basically three 

ways of financing your 

college education 

(besides the old-

fashioned way of saving  

for it!).   

The Government-The 

government is the prima-

ry source of higher ed 

lending.  The process 

starts with the Free Appli-

cation for Federal       

Student Aid (FAFSA).  

See next section… 

The College/University-

Most colleges offer stu-

dents help based on aca-

demic achievement or 

other talents (music, art, 

athletics).   

Private Sources-  This is 

where your hard work 

pays off.  Scholarship 

searching is serious   

business, so be prepared 

to work at it!   

While the junior and sen-

ior years are super criti-

cal for financial aid and 

scholarships, it is never 

to early to begin the 

search process!  We en-

courage students to 

begin thinking about the 

college finance piece 

early, so that they and 

their families can be as 

prepared as possible.   

Freshman Year-  What 

kind of classes do I like?  

Focus on planning high 

school classes that are 

rigorous!  Look at careers 

and try to take high 

school classes that are 

connected to areas of 

interest.  Start keeping 

track of your activities 

and awards.  Start ex-

ploring scholarship web-

sites.   

Sophomore Year-How 

much Spanish do I need 

to take? Make sure your 

high school classes and 

plan meet requirements 

for admission for colleges 

and scholarships.  (This 

is especially true for 

those looking at selective 

colleges!)  Keep re-

searching colleges and 

adding them to your list.  

Now is a great time to get 

involved with something 

you are passionate about 

(community organiza-

tions, school clubs).  Col-

leges look for QUALITY 

over QUANTITY!  Take 

the PLAN (pre-ACT) test.   

Junior Year-  Do my 

junior classes meet col-

lege admission and 

scholarship require-

ments?  Double-check to 

make sure that your high 

school plan matches your 

college goals!  Think 

about who will be good 

references for letters of 

recommendation.  Think 

about what you want to 

write about for your col-

lege application/

scholarship essays.  

Take the PSAT (pre-

SAT), SAT and ACT col-

lege entrance tests.  

Continue to refine schol-

arship search! Visit col-

lege campuses!   

Senior Year-  APPLY! 

APPLY! APPLY!  Get 

organized before school 

starts so you are ready to 

gather letters of recom-

mendation and meet ear-

ly deadlines!  Finish per-

sonal essays.  Visit col-

lege campuses! 
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Senior Year 

Timeline... 

 By August-Select 

your top three col-

leges you wish to 

apply to-know their 

deadlines! 

 Kick-in the scholar-

ship search and 

application process!   

 End of October-

Have letters of rec-

ommendation and 

personal essays 

ready! 

 By Thanksgiving-

Apply to colleges!  

(Keep in mind that 

some have Oct &  

Nov deadlines!) 

 Scholarships,   

scholarships,  

scholarships…. 

 December-Remind 

the folks at home 

that it is SUPER 

important that tax 

information is done 

early, as financial 

aid awards are 

based on tax info! 

 January-Get PIN for 

Free Application for 

Federal Student Aid 

(FAFSA) 

 By Valentine’s Day-

Submit FAFSA form 

 VISIT! VISIT! VISIT! 



The Free Application for Federal 

Student Aid (FAFSA as we all call 

it!) is the cornerstone of the     

financial aid puzzle.  The FAFSA 

form is what the federal           

government uses to determine a 

student’s eligibility for financial 

aid.  This includes student loans, 

grants, work-study awards and is 

also a factor in some            

scholarships.   

 

Timing is everything when it 

comes to financial aid... 

Some keywords in the FAFSA 

conversation are 

 EFC-Expected Family     

Contribution-The FAFSA 

uses the student’s and     

parent(s)’ tax information to 

determine the Expected  

Family Contribution 

(EFC)...how much money the 

student and his/her family 

can pay towards the student’s 

higher education.  We      

encourage families to have 

their tax information done 

early (you can still file on April 

15!, as you do not have to 

submit your taxes), as the 

FAFSA has you transpose 

figures directly from the 1040 

form to the FAFSA form. This 

EFC stays the same,        

regardless of how much the 

various colleges cost.  (EFC 

for Joe Schmoe is $5000, 

even if he is looking at      

College A whose tuition is 

$2,000 and College B whose 

tuition is $20,000.) 

The “cost” of college basically is 

equal to the amount left over from 

the overall tuition and expenses 

after the family EFC is deducted.  

For instance…   

 

 

Cost of attendance=$10,000 

Minus EFC of         -    $1,000 

Equals Unmet Need=$9,000 

This unmet need can be          

addressed through institutional 

monies (funds from the college), 

scholarships, loans, grants and 

work study positions.   

 PIN Numbers-  The student 

and parent(s) need to have 

an PIN number to file the 

FAFSA on-line.  The FAFSA 

website is www.fafsa.ed.gov.   

(DO NOT go to 

www.fafsa.com, as this is a 

for-fee website, and the FAF-

SA is free!)  

 Information Needed to 

Complete the FAFSA-You 

will need the following      

information to complete the 

FAFSA…(Remember, it is 

based on the tax information 

for the previous year)   

 Student’s Social Security 

Number  

 Student’s Driver’s License (or 

Colorado ID) number 

 2013 W-2 forms and records 

of any other money earned 

from student and parent(s) 

 2013 Federal Tax Return  

(IRS 1040, 1040A, 1040EZ) 

from student and parent(s) 

 2013 untaxed income records 

(Veteran’s benefits, child  

support) 

 Current bank statements 

 Current business and       

investment mortgage        

information, business and 

farm records, stock, bond and 

other investment records 

 Alien registration or          

permanent resident card (if 

student is not a US citizen)  

We encourage you to go to the 

FAFSA website and print a 

“FAFSA on the Web Worksheet” 

to help keep your information  

organized before you enter it     

on-line. 

 

 SAR-Student Aid Report-

The SAR is what is sent to 

the colleges and universities 

you listed on the FAFSA 

form.  You should receive an 

electronic SAR within a few 

days (provided you signed 

the on-line FAFSA with your 

PIN number).   

If you find any errors on your SAR 

(like you mistakenly typed “20”       

dependents instead of “2”, then 

you need to report the errors to 

the college’s Financial Aid Office 

or on-line at the FAFSA website 

as soon as possible. 

 

Keep in mind that timing is truly 

everything in the financial aid pro-

cess!  Do not “assume” that 

something has been taken care 

of... double-check!    
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FAFSA...Free and Fabulous!   

We encourage you to have the 

FAFSA  submitted by              

February 14th!   



then a portfolio would be perfect.  

Writing about your science project 

for a science scholarship also 

makes sense.    

Most importantly, be yourself and 

be genuine!  Don’t try to write 

something just because you think 

they want to hear it.  Don’t be 

afraid to contact the organizations 

or colleges to ask for clarification 

on the requirements, either!   

While we are sure you know this, 

we will spend a little time talking 

about the all-important letter of 

recommendation...Before you 

head off down the hallway, armed 

with lots of chocolate and sweets 

to bribe said letter writers, some 

things to consider… 

 Who are you?  Please pro-

vide your prospective letter 

writers with a brief resume.  

Bullet-points are wonderful, 

as many people write dozens 

and dozens of letters a year.  

Providing them with some 

key points only means that 

they are able to write a better 

letter!   

 You need this when?  Be 

considerate of everyone’s 

time.  Give them at least two 

weeks notice, and let them 

know when the deadline is! 

 Why are you picking him?  

Think carefully about who you 

want to write about your    

attributes.  This should de-

pend on what type of scholar-

ship/admission you are seek-

ing.  Your Scout leader is 

probably a great one to write 

about your leadership skills 

(unless that encounter with 

the bear really was your 

fault).   

 Thank you, thank you very 

much...Remember to thank 

your letter writers!  Most folks 

put lots of time and energy 

into making you sound just as 

fabulous as you are!   

actually lessen your chances if 

you assume that they want to 

read 16 pages of your encounter 

with a bear.   

This is when planning comes in 

handy. Give cautious and serious 

thought to what you want to write 

about and why you want to write 

about it.  Think very specifically of 

who your audience is.  If you are 

applying for an art scholarship, 

The rules are pretty easy on this 

one.  When it comes to         

scholarship essays, keep it     

simple, and do what they tell you!   

For instance, if a college asks for 

a one-page essay on the defining 

moment in your life, this does not 

give you permission to write a 

novel on your fifth-grade trip to 

Yellowstone.  When they say one 

page, they mean one page!  It will 
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But What do I Write About?    

Psstt...Would you Write me a Letter?   

than in a laundry list of clubs and 

organizations!   

We encourage you to get involved 

with one or two activities that you 

are passionate about and that, 

when asked to write about your 

involvement, are able to say “This 

is how I made a  difference…” 

Be prepared to talk about (or write 

about) your exact role in the 

group (I was Vice President of my 

school’s Broccoli Club” , what you 

did in that role (I was able to get 

broccoli included in all school 

lunches), and why you are most 

proud of the accomplishment (I 

bettered the health of my      

classmates).   

Glee Club, German Club,        

National Honor Society, World’s 

Best Trombone Player, Track 

Team...Wow, no wonder students 

are tired!   

As you think about building your 

high school resume, please    

remember that more is not always 

better!  Colleges are interested in 

seeing how invested a student is 

in a few activities and what s/he 

has done in conjunction with them 

When More Can be Less... 

“Prospering just doesn’t have 

to do with money.”   

Joel Osteen  



Scholarship and Financial Aid Resources… 

http://chs.mesa.k12.co.us/counseling/index.htm 

www.fafsa.ed.gov 

www.boettcherfoundation.org 

www.collegeincolorado.org 

www.actstudent.org 

www.collegeboard.com 

www.fastweb.com 

www.finaid.org 

www.scholarships.com 

www.gocollege.com 

www.collegeinvest.com 

www.studentaid.ed.gov 

www.wue.wiche.edu (for information on the Western                    

Undergraduate Exchange program for those looking at out-of-state 

schools in the western part of the United States)   

Financial Aid Night: 

Tuesday, February 18th  

6 pm in the CHS Library 
 

Bring all your documents needed for the FAF-

SA, and get help from the experts and file 

your FAFSA!     

 

 


